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Now I have already indicated how it is that he is
so anxious to maintain the isolation of the divine
unity, and to deny that it can have any outwardly
directed activity. As the last great exponent of
Greek dualism, he finds himself unable to think of
any outgoing or transeunt activity of God, because
in his view such activity would involve want and
imperfection in God. He is ready, indeed, to repeat
Plato's words that the Divine Being can have no
envy in him, which should prevent the good that is
in himself from flowing out to his creatures:l but
it is impossible for Plotinus to admit that God is
occupied with them, or with anything but himself.
Hence for want of the conception of God as a self-
revealing spirit, Plotinus is obliged to fall back upon
the unexplained necessity, of which I have already
spoken, that the highest being should produce an
image or imperfect copy of, itself, which again in
its turn gives rise to a still less perfect image,
until at last we reach the lowest and most unreal
of all existences.

Frequently this relation of the higher to the lower
is represented as one of form to matter. From this
point of view the first external product of the One
is said to be an ideal matter in the shape of a
potential intelligence; and this, by turning to the On^
that is its source, becomes developed into to active or
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